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            Eastwood nurtures positive development in peopleõs lives  

                  through the love and teachings of Jesus Christ.  
 

 - Mission Statement adopted by Eastwood Baptist Church, January 19, 2014. 

   December 6, 2017 

IN THIS ISSUE 
On a Cold Winterõs Night 

 

It was the night of the December super moon and I was walking home.  In the 

east, the moon had yet to begin its rise over Roxie Ann and behind me the  

cityscape of Medford was illuminated by the city lights and street lamps.   Addi-

tionally, houses were decorated with the outdoor lights of the season. 

 

My gaze turned to the darkened sky, to the canopy of stars and in full view was 

Orionõs belt.  I followed the alignment to the fiery eye of Taurus the Bull and then 

on to the Pleiades.   A ôstillnessõ invaded the moment.  On this crisp December 

night, the stars seemed more glorious, more beautiful. 

 

Long before modern lights, the ancients would look to the night skies.  Twice Job 

spoke of the constellations of Orion and the Pleiades: 

 

 ò(God) who made the Bear and Orion, the Pleiades and the chambers of    

 the south; (9:9) 
 

 òCan you bind the chains of the Pleiades, or loose the cords of Orion?  

  (38: 31)  
 

Amos also references the God of creation as the maker of the heavenly stars: 

 

The one who made the Pleiades and Orion, and turns deep darkness into 

the morning, and darkens the day into night, who calls for the waters of 

the sea and pours them out on the surface of the earth, the LORD is his 

name, (5:8)  

 

Among the ancients, watching the night skies for ôsigns and wonders,õ were the 

simple shepherds and the Magi from the East. 

 

Let us join the ancients of old by looking to the night skies for the ôsigns and 

wondersõ of the presence of the Holy One being born into this world today.    My 

prayer is that we never lose the mystery of God invading our world with love.  

 

      Happy Advent Ponderings, 
 

      Randolph Miller, Pastor 



IF YOU WANT 

Saint John of the Cross, 
 

If 

you want 

the Virgin will come walking down the road 

pregnant with the holy, 

and say, 

òI need shelter for the night, please take me inside your heart, 

my time is so close.ó 
 

Then, under the roof of your soul, you will witness the sublime 

intimacy, the divine, the Christ 

taking birth 

forever, 

as she grasps your hand for help, for each of us 

is the midwife of God, each of us. 
 

Yet there, under the dome of your being does creation 

come into existence eternally, through your womb, dear pilgrimñ 

the sacred womb in your soul, 

as God grasps our arms for help; for each of us is 

His beloved servant 

never far. 
 

If you want, the Virgin will come walking  

down the street pregnant  

with Light and sing ... 
 



REQUESTS FOR PRAYER 
 

 

Our Church:  its leaders and families 

All of those with health needs. 

All service people here and overseas, including: 

Kevin Hoffman, Army 

Lolo Vasquez, Iraq 

Aaron Chisem, US Navy 

Jason Cesario, Iraq 

Logan Oravetz, Army 

Tyler Powell, Marines 

Tiffany Hart, Air Force 

Trevor Swanson, Air Force 

Samuel Strom, Army 

Eric Lektorich, Army National Guard 
 

 

Please pray for all students, teachers and parents (of 

all ages of children) 

Unemployed / Underemployed 

Our ABC-CPC churches, pastors and missionaries 

(Dan & Sarah Chetti, Ed & Miriam Noyes, Glen & Rita 

Chapman, and Kyle & Katrina Williams) serving 

around the world.  
 

Tim & Mary Dady serving in Latvia 

 

Thanks and Praise  
  

Thank You! 

Our sincere thanks to everyone who baked cookies, 

brought snacks and/or goodies, or donated money to the 

College/Military Care Package ministry. The boxes were 

so full we didnõt even have to use any packing filler! We 

appreciate each one of you and thank you for your sup-

port of this ministry. (The recipients do too!)  

    College/Military Care Team 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

To the Congregation of Eastwood Baptist Church: 

Thank you all so much for your generous donation to 

Maslow Project! 

We are so very thankful for your continuing support of our 

work with homeless youth and families here in Jackson 

and Josephine Count. 

Wishing you all a joyous Christmas! 

    

     Karen Phillips 

     Development Director 

     Maslow Project 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Eastwood Knitters and Crocheters 
 

We have been collecting hats and scarves to be do-

nated to the Maslow Project at Christmas time.  The 

last day to bring them will be Sunday, December 

17th.  The hats and scarves will be on display begin-

ning December 10th.  If you need yarn, please check 

the closet by the give-away books. 

 

Please bring them to the òyarn closetó or the office 

when you are finished. 

 

Any questions, call Joan Avery, 541 702-2114 or  

Barbara Davis, 541 414-4889. 

 

 

 Year End Love Gift 
 

 

Dear Congregation, 

 

It is the desire of your Board of Deacons to pro-

vide a Year-End Love Gift to our Pastor and 

staff as a way of showing our appreciation for 

their service to us this year.  If you wish to par-

ticipate in this òThank You,ó please place your 

gift in one of the Love Offering envelopes, des-

ignating your checks to òStaff Love Giftó and 

place it in the offering plate or turn it into the 

church office during normal business hours. 

 

Thank you for your generosity in this opportuni-

ty to share Godõs love with our staff this Christ-

mas season. 

 

      Jerry Darby,  

      Moderator 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Children, Youth and their Families are Invited! 

Sunday, December 17th 

9:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. 


